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RICHLAND LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL MINUTES 
February 13, 2018 

 

Members Present:  Janet Budzeck, Pastor Steve Ernst, Jenifer Haler (via face time) Dave Larkin, 
Todd Maier, Darrell Miles, Jeff Pilger, Tom Pitkin, Andy Ribbing, Pastor Corey Smith and Ted 
Stuenkel   

Opening:  The regular monthly meeting of the Richland Lutheran Church Congregation Council 
was held on Tuesday, February 13, 2018, at 7:00 p.m.  Ted Steunkel provided the devotions and 
prayer.  

Communications/Visitor Comments:  None      

REPORTS:   

1.   President’s Report:  Dave commented on volunteer appreciation, congregation 
communications and council support activities.   

2.   Lead Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Ernst highlighted the following in his report:   
a. provided to each council member a copy of the book ‘Sticky Teams’ by Larry 

Osborne 
b. he and the staff will soon complete the process of watching three videos as part 

of their ‘sensitivity’ training 
c. information on the Ministry Matrix wall hanging, Life Together Group and PEACE 

Team   
d. Pastor was asked and accepted a position on the Board of Directors for Flourish 

Mid-Columbia, which serves as a center for theological education for the 
‘everyday Christian’ in the Mid-Columbia region 

e. asked council members to step outside their comfort zones to meet and 
welcome new members and visitors and let Kelly know about them 

f. Connections Team working on the first “Ministry Team Night”, which is 
scheduled for Thursday, April 19th 

g. outlined the five (5) Stations of the Cross, which are step-by-step devotions for 
Lent, the sermon series “Simplicity’ and the Lord’s Prayer for Lent 

h. asked council members to schedule a time with Kelly to do Lenten devotions 
i. suggested a new format for how Ministry Area Leadership Teams (MALT) 

function, emphasizing that the goals listed in the 2018 Ministry Plan should 
inform and shape our church policies 

 
3. Associate Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Corey shared information on the Men’s, Women’s 

and Youth’s ministry, as well as looking ahead to changing responsibilities while Steve is 
on his sabbatical.   
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4. Finance Report:  Jeff Pilger provided copies of the monthly income Statement as of 
January 31, 2018.  See attached report.        

   

ACTION ITEMS: 

 

Consent Agenda: 

A motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously approving the following without 

discussion: 

 Minutes of the January 9, 2018 regular council meeting 

 Approve the following individuals for Richland Lutheran Church membership: 

Phil, Pam and Jordan Matthews, Nick Spinato, Bill and Corrine Kaiser, Fred and Marilyn 

Ball, Ed and Paula Cox, Tim and Ashley Gese, Penny Marinaro, Sharanne Cheney and Bill 

and Lynn Clarke 

 

Bylaw/Policy Review Assignments for 2018:  Dave passed out copies of a review schedule 

designating which council member is responsible for reviewing which policy and/or by-law.  He 

also distributed an information sheet to assist in their review. 

 

Committee Reporting to Council:  Tom Pitkin stated that being a new member-at-large he was 

unclear as to what the council committees duties are and what the difference is between these 

committees and ministry teams.  It was decided after brief discussion that in the future it would 

be beneficial to have the council committees provide a report or minutes to the council.  Pastor 

Ernst offered to have the Connections Team make up a form that council committees can 

complete whenever they meet and submit to the congregation council.    

 

INFORMATION ITEMS:             

1.   Plans for New Council Member Installation:  Pastor Ernst stated installation will take 

place at both the 8:30 a.m. and the 11:00 a.m. services on Sunday, February 18th.   

2.   Jenifer commented that the LCMC 2018 Northwest District Annual Gathering will be in 
Lebanon, Oregon on April 20th and 21st and she encouraged individuals from our church to 
attend.   

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Lead Pastor Sabbatical Coverage 

Pastor Ernst provided suggestions on individuals Richland Lutheran Church could have provide 

coverage while he is on sabbatical.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to offer the 

Interim Lead Pastor position to Pastor Corey Smith.  A letter will be sent to Pastor Smith 

outlining the job description and the 10% incentive pay.  It was decided after discussing the 

issue to continue the search for an Interim Associate Pastor.  
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Adjournment:    Dave Larkin adjourned the meeting at 9:05 p.m. and council members joined 
hands to close with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Council Secretary Janet R. Budzeck. 


