“What Now?” (Matthew 2:12) Epiphany Sunday, January 3, 2010

[Seeing and picking up scroll] Well, what have we here? Shall | open it up and
see? [opens scroll and reads]

“We're all Packc& Tlnc camels are saddled up. Mg masters are readg to head back
home. Or almost reacly, ] should say. At the moment, they are busg Pouring over
maps. ]t seems thcg Plan to take a differentroad back to our countrg. l find that quite
aPProPriatel Since arriving here in Bethic}‘lem, we have become different. Li)ce has
become different. Our]cuture has become different. So small wonder the road home
will be different, too! At any rate, this dclag gives me time to write down a few things.
|t's been quite an adventure Fo”owing the starl And now that the staris Fading away, |

want to capture what we’ve exPerience& before it, too, fades awag.”

“Bu’c magbe ]’m getting ahead of mgse]]c. First, an introduction. l, the author of this
scro”, am the !owlg scribe of three great wise men: Caspar, Melchior, and Ba]thazar.
| am writing this from the land of Judca, in a little town called Bethlchcm, home of a
3

young couple named Joscph and Marg. And wl‘my are we here? Because of the s’car]
just mentioned. An amazing star aPPearec{ about two years ago. Caspar was the
first to spot it. Melchior Figurcd out its meaning,. And Ba!thazar? [He came up with
the big idea: | et’s go find out what all this means?’ OF course, the other twojumpccl at
the chancel! SUC!"I an amazing Plﬁcnomenonl ]t had to mean the birth of a king — at the
very least! So tl‘neg P]anncd our trip, Preparcd a caravan, Purchasecl appropriate
ghcts, and off we went in search of ‘the child who was born i(ing of the chs.’”

«All that seems like ancient historg now! | he ]ong Joumcg. The detour to
Jerusalem. Leaming that this star had been Proplﬁesie&. Likewise, His bir’chp]ace
here in Bethlelﬁem ~ the birthplace of this One the Jews call ‘Messiah. Yes, it all
seems like ancient historg now. | orwe have cxpcricnced so much in the short time we
have been here! And as we prepare to head home, how can | describe it? No’ching
has turned out the way we exPected! Nothingl We sPotted a star heralding the birth
of..a Pcasant child? Wc followed a star all that way to...this lowlg house? Wc
exPectcd a king and a Pa]ace! «

“th stramgc]g cnough, n_ohcinding what we cxpcctcd is what’s made such a difference!
| mean, what would my masters have done if we hadfound a king’? K nock on the door,



offer the gi}cts, worsl'xip the child and take off? | dor’t know. Put being led to
something so different from what we exPected — that raised a lot of ques’cions. ]t

c]’xa”cngcd Prcconccptions. Jt made these wise men think/«

“Thcre was no denying the miraculous. We had the star, heralding the child’s ]:)ir‘ch,
guidiﬂg us to [Jim. And in Jerusalem, we read the ancient Prophccics Forctc”ing this
childs birth. Put still, all these signs and wonders for a peasant child? What kind of
(5od does that? Truth be to]cl, what kind of a (God does anything’? Ours at home
don’t do angthingl But this God of the chs — f’]c’s an active one! 50 involved in

lifel And so concerned about People —all Peopie, even gentiles like ust”

“That was a revelation for these wise men! (God’s concern. Put according to
Joscph, this child came for all Peoplc - to save all People; to save us from our sins.
That was another revelation! You see, it never occurred to us that we needed saving!
]t never occurred to us that we were sinners. Wc thought we were paragons of virtuel!
What a surPrise to find out dhcxcerentlg when JosePlﬁ showed us the | aw and showed
us how we rea”9 stand before Gocl.”

“Then came another surprise — this time, a good one. Joseph exPlained that even
tlﬂough we are sinners, (30d sent us this child to be our Savior! And what a Savior!
T:or Marg explained how Jesus would save us — that }ﬂe would grow up, sugcr, and
die to atone for our sins in our Place. [~ ven the wise men had to think a while on that
one! [Tor again, what kind of God does that? Funish sins, sure. But atone for sins?
Fag the Price for sins? So e can offer us Forgivencss? What kind of a (God does
that? W!ﬁat kind of a (God loves so deepb - °) deeplg in Factj that [He’d come in
person to save us? f:or that was another thing Mary told us. Joseph backed her up.
And not onl9 did we have the star as Proo{j and all those ancient Prophccies, we had
the child Himsem And let mejust state for the record: even with their vast knowledge,
nothing Preparecl my masters for this child. Gaziﬂg upon Jesus’ Face, you coulcljust
see [is divinitg. Gazing into [is eyes, you couldjust see [is grace. This virgin-
born child, this ]ong~awaited child, this Redcemer, this Savior, this Son of (God —in
Him, we found something greater than we ever expectec{ - so much greater that as we
prepare to head home again, all we can dois ask ourselvcs, ‘W/mt now?’ \/\/e’vc seen

our HSavior. We've met the Messiah. Wit% [His ting lnandsj Jesus has grasped us and
made us His own. We will always carry Him in our hearts. 50 what now?”



“One ’ching’s for sure. We cant go back to life the way it was! That's wl'\g | find it so
aPProPriate that we have to “return to our own country bg a different road.” O\C
course we do! Tlﬂc road to Bethlehcm was the way of the &Ler, God led us along.
We had no clue what we were even secking. T he road we'll travel home is different. |t
is the way of the f/’La/@n Now that we've found Jesus, [e has graspcd us forever.
No way can CasPar head home thinking) ‘That was interesting, but harc”y life-
clﬁanging.’ OF course it’s li)ce~changingl No way can Melchior head home thinking,
‘That was insPiring, but not enough to cha”enge my old beliefs. O]C course it's
cha”engec’ his old beliefs! No way can Balthazar head home thinking) ‘Tl’va’c was
cnjoyable, but it’s time to get back to the same-old-same-old. That is Precise]9 what
we cann_otdo! T his encounter with (Christ has changed evergthingl [t's exP]ode& our
Preconceptions, shattered our belie]cs, called into question everg’chiﬂg we once
tlﬂought thcg knew. Thc same-old-same-old is gone forever. Ancl what do we have in
its Place? This little Christ child — this little Jesus — and in [im, we have greater
know]edge than we ever imaginecl, greater l’lOPC than we ever dreamed Possib]e. We
have a greater vision of God, and what matters, and our own human worth. \Weve
gotten back inFinite]y more than what we had — too much more to be able to go back to
the same old- ’ching. So it rea”g is Fitting that the we have to “return to our own
country by a different road.” We are different. L/}[c is different. TlﬂcjournCﬂ before
usis different. So we will travel this different road trusting the (God who led us here,
depending on [im each step of the way, and a]wags asking [Him: What now?”

Here the manuscript breaks off. But surely the message is clear. In fact, as we
begin 2010, the same question stands before us: What now? A lot has
happened in the past year. A lot has changed — in us as individuals, in us as a
congregation. That's always the case. Some years we just experience it more
than others — like this past year. But as we begin 2010, the fact remains: we are
different, life is different, the journey before us is different. There is no going
back to the same-old-same-old. And that is why we have to ask: What now?

This need not be a frightening question. Actually, it can be exciting. God is
faithful. His possibilities are endless. He “is able to do abundantly far more
than all we ask or imagine!” Times of turmoil can lead to times of renewal.
Often they have. But whether they will lead to a time of renewal here, in our
lives, depends on how we seek the answer to this question: What now?

There’s no point trying to answer it on our own. Human wisdom just won't
suffice. “What now?” is a question for God — first and foremost for God. So as
we begin this new year, we need to draw even closer to God. That means



immersing ourselves in prayer. That means delving into God’'s Word. That
means refocusing on Christ — on what honors Him, what pleases Him, what
promotes His work, what fulfills His will. If we want to take a road into the future
that’s not just different but better, we need to draw even closer to God. That's an
essential part of asking: What now?

To do that effectively, there’s probably also some need for soul-searching. |
mean, looking back over the past year, who of us can say that our words and
deeds have always honored Christ — or even sought to? Who of us can say our
attitudes have always pleased Christ — or even sought to? And however well-
intentioned we may have been, who of us can say we’ve only promoted His work,
never hindered it; always pursued His will, never ignored it. If we can say that,
there’s all the more reason for soul-searching! I'm sure all of us have had some
rude awakenings this past year. People we considered friends turned out not to
be. Truths we considered sacred turned out not to be. Situations we considered
unthinkable turned out not to be. Yes, there have been some rude awakenings,
not to mention some deep wounds, and it's easy to see how others have been
responsible for them. But how about ourselves? Or how about our reactions?
What do we see there? Only through some genuine soul-searching can we
really see where we are...and how we got here...and what needs to change for
us to take a better road into the future. This also is part of asking: What now?

But let’s not get stuck there! Just as confession leads to absolution, let our soul-
searching lead us to the Lord’'s promises — to a deeper trust in them and
dependence on them! For if “What now?” is a question for God, surely His
answer comes through His promises — the answer for us as individuals and as a
congregation. The key is really claiming His promises! | mean, how many times
have we heard, “My grace will be sufficient for you; my power is made
perfect in weakness”? Plenty of times! But to claim the promise, cling to it,
draw upon Christ’'s grace and power — ah, that already is a step forward on God’s
new and different road toward our future! How many times have we heard the
promise, “Come unto Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give
you rest.”? Plenty of times! But to claim the promise, cling to it, draw upon its
comfort — that, too, is a step forward on God’s new and different road! So it will
be with all the Lord’s promises. In them, most of all, we can seek the answer to
our question: “What now?”

The answer may not come immediately. But hasn’t the Lord said, “I know the
plans | have for you...plans for your welfare and not for evil, to give you a
future and a hope.”? That's what we count on as we step out in faith this year
of our Lord 2010. Like the wise men before us, we may be traveling by a
different road, but the Lord is with us. That is what matters. The Lord is with us
to guide and strengthen us; to comfort and encourage us; to work in us and
through us with His love. And you know what? This in itself is a pretty great
answer to our question: “What now?” Amen.



